Pediatric discharge planning: differing goals for two populations.
The role of the pediatric discharge planner is complex. Because of the constant changes in medical technology and reimbursement policies, it is important to remain knowledgeable about existing resources. In addition, the medical status and treatment plans of pediatric patients frequently change. The discharge planner must have the ability to be flexible in the organization and implementation of discharge plans to facilitate meeting the needs of the patients and their families. Discharge planning for the pediatric patient is not a simple process. Instead it is a collaborative effort between health care professionals and families whose primary goal is the optimum health of the child.